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- Th MAILING DATE of this communication app ars on the cov rsh t with the correspondenc address « 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 10 September 2002 . 
2a)^ This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-15 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) K Claim(s) 1-15 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)\J accepted or bO objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
11 )□ The^proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)n approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 11 9 and 1 20 ' 

1 3) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (POT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1) n Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) O Interview Summary {PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

2) n Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) Q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) n Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) CH Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 8 



, i t 



Application/Control Number: 09/83 1 004 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3727 



DETAILED ACTION 

'I 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 4 and 8 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
In claim 4, "a push-button means" should be —a push-button-. 

In claim 8, it is confusing whether claim 8 depends on claim 1 or "any of preceding 
claims", because in the amendment filed 5/3/01, claim 8 depends on claim 1, but in the present 
amendment, claim 8 has been changed to depend on any of preceding claims without a mark of 
changing. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 



(e) the invention was described in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in 
section 351(a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national application published under section 
122(b) only if the international application designating the United States was published under Article 21(2)(a) 
of such treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United States for the purposes of this 
subsection based on the filing of an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a). 

3. Claims 1-5, 7, 8, 10-12, 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Bando et al. (US 2002/0017522). Bando et al. disclose, in figs. 1, 3 and 13, a 



container comprising a container body 12, a stationary cover 1 1 , a movable lid 23, a gasket or 
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packing 53 (fig. 13) fitted in a groove, a spring element 50, a (flocking mechanism or protrusions 
32, 33, a push-button means 31a, and a refill opening closed by a removable cover 12. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

It 

* 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 6 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bando et 

al.. Bando et al. do not disclose the spring element being metallic coil spring and the gasket seal 
being silicon elastomer. Official notice is taken that it is well known in the art to having a bias 
spring element being metallic winding coils applied in a hinged lid of a container and a gasket seal 
being silicon elastomer . It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to 
provide the Bando et al. container with a spring element in order to have a lid biased toward its 
open position, and a gasket seal made from material as claimed, since it has been held to be 
within the general skill of a worker in the art to select a known material on the basis of its 
suitability for the intended use as a matter of obvious design choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. 

6. Claims 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bando et al. in 
view of Bando et al. (6,206,221). Bando et al. 522' do not disclose the stationary cover being 
removable and attachable to the container body by grooves and ribs. Bando et al. 221' teach a 
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container having a stationary cover being removable and attachable to the container body by 
grooves and ribs. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to provide the Bando et al. 522* with a stationary cover as 
claimed, as taught by Bando et al. 221', in order to provide an recess to the container so that the 
wetted wipes can be refilled on the top side of the container. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicants arguments filed on 9/10/02 have been fiiUy considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In response to applicant's argument that the "packing" in the Bando et al. (US 
2002/0017522) is not the gasket of the instant application because the its structures are different. 
However, that is not found convincing because no specific structure of the gasket is required in 
the claims of the instant application in order to make the gasket distinguished from the packing of 
the prior art. Moreover, the definitions of "gasket" and "packing" are similar in the Merriam 
Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, both are material used for fluid-tight (see the attachment). 

Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action, hi the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
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MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.136(a) will be calculated fi-om the mailing date of the advisory action, hi no event, however, 



will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS fi^om the mailing date of this 
final action. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi-om the examiner 
should be directed to Lien Ngo whose telephone number is (703) 305-0294. The examiner can 
normally be reached Monday through Friday fi-om 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful. The examiner's 
supervisor, Lee Young, can be reached at (703)308-2572. The Group FAX number is (703) 305- 
3579. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of the application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist at (703) 308-1 148. 





Lien Ngo 



LEEYOUNG 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3700 



November 6, 2002 
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- \ gar-ni-char, -n3-,chur\ n [MF, equipment, alter of OF 
i ir. garnir] (1667) 1 : embellishmekt. trimming 2 : a set 
ive objects (as vases, urns, or clocks) 
fear.,pnc\n(l776): OARb 

ar^t\ n JME garette watchtower, fr. MF gante watchtower. 

lit* tfrtrif-i flAj*\ • a rAAM * ^ • 



unfmpv ganr] (14c) : a room or unfmished part of a house just 

i \'gar-^S3n\ n (ME garisoun protection, fr. OF garisorh fr. 
Dtect. of Gmc ongm; akin to OHG werien to defend — more > 
'V;; 1 : a mihtary post; esp : a permanent miliUry installa-l 
c troops stationed at a garrison 

f gar*ri*soned; gar-ri*son«ing \'gar-3-s(»-)nii)\ (1569) 1 
\ troops in 2 a : to assign as a garrison b : to occupy 

} n (1944) : a visorless folding cap worn as part of a mili- 
B — compare service cap 

finish \!«ar-^S3nA n [prob, fr. Edward "Snapper" Garri- 
jat. Am. jockey] (1935) : a 5nish in which the winner comes 
d at the end 

ise n (1676) 1 : a house fortified against Indian attack 2 
3 : a house having the second story overhanging the 

\ n (1937) : a state organized to serve primarily its own 
._ry secunty; also : a state maintained by military power 
ir-OT, g3-ron\ n [Ir gearrdn & ScGad gearran, gelding] 

: a small sturdy workhorse 
"a.rotte \g^'rat. -•r6t;^gar-3t\n[Spgam)re](1622) 1 a 
i execution by strangulation b : the apparatus used 2 
at (as a wire with a handle at each end) for strangulation 
--otte vt gar«rot-ed or gaTOtt«ed; gar-rot«ing or ga- 
: to strangle with or as if with a garrote — gar-rot-er 

j-Vu-la-te, gaA n (1581) : the quality or state of being 

4r-d-lM afso 'gar.y»-\ adj lL garrulus, fr. garnre to chat- 
tiCAREj (ca. 1611) 1 : given to prosy, rambling, or te- 
-rj: pomticssly or annoyingly talkative 2 : wordy I 
I see TALKATIVE — gar«ni-lous«ly ad\ — gar«ru-!ous- 



gas.hoId^r \gas.,hoM3r\ n (1802) : a container for gas: esp : a huge 
cylmdncal tank for storing fuel gas under pressure * 
eas*house \-,haus\ n (1880) : gasw orks 
gas-i.fi*ca;tioii3»sa^ (u-'kU-i»li5uV m (UVli : conversion 
: convetswrlJFioal into natural gas 

^ \ ga-s»-,fi\ vb -i.fied; -i*fy*ing vt (ca. 1828) : to convert into 



^ n [ME, fr. ONF gamer, fr. garet bend of the knee, of 
lltp W gar shank] ( 1 4c) 1 a : a band worn to hold up 
b : a band worn to hold up a shirt sleeve c : a 
a gircUe or corset to support a stocking 2 cap a 
Of the Ciarter; also : the blue velvet garter that is its 
rship in the order 

;gJPPort with or as if with a garter 
9) : any of a genus (Tkamnophis) of harmless vi- 
i^eswith longitudinal stripes on the back 
fr. ON garthr yard; akin to OHG gart enclosure 
. J : a small yard or enclosure : close 
P/ garyeys [prob. fr. the name Garvey] (ca. 1896) 
n Uie New Jersey coast 

H?/?,^«tes [NL. alter, of L chaos space, chaos] 
iJW that has neither independent shape nor vol- 
trahd indefinitely 2 a : a combustible gas or 
I or h^tmg; esp : natural gas b : a gaseous 
w : discomfort from this c : a gas or gaseous 
5 anesthesia d : a substance that can be used 
w» asphyxiating, or irritant atmosphere 3 
t ONLINE: obo : the accderator pedal of an 
pf/H^^ [°^^ • .^ERGY <I was young, and full 
SS? ^ '° seventh inning) 6 slang 

^?}^o'*JJ^^^<'^e party was a 

idly or garrulously 2 
^uw tank (as of an automobile) with gasoline 
t M.Li° ^y.PP'y ^ or «sp. gasoline <~ 
. jS5°5*=^y with gas b : to poison or oth- 
slang I to please greatly 
> a bag for holding gas 2 : an idle or 

ttber in which prisoners are executed by 

[^ instrument used to separate a sam- 
Jmatography 

M chromatography in which the sample 
i?i * stream of carrier gas (as nitro- 
b£ff <=on^ning a stationary phase 
b ^^*^.d is separated into its oom- 
o tnar affinity for the stationary phase 

&vj * • a native of Gascony b : the 
• « ooastful swaggering person — 

^^^^^e, fr. gasconner to boast, fr. 
««^yADo, BOAsnNo — gasconade vi 

\)^^ ' ^orm of or 

2 a : lacking substance or 
- r*? circumlocutions —Edwin 

> installs or repairs gas pipes and 

h^^^ marked by imprcgna- 
n «as and caused by one or more 



— - ......vw a joint f 

. iK.-^. short for"^a///gas/cxnjJ (l573)" i pu ooj 

HC6E, BREEOiES 2 : a part of the hind leg of a quadruped between the 
sm*f«nd4hclwk — sec horse illustration ^ 

Kas-*«ghtygarjfh-4Ut^^ 1 ; fight madcj__ ^ _ 

mggas 2: a gas flame orgas Ui^llllng (ixtUfe 

^liquid chromatograp^ n (1952) : gas chromatography in which 

}^^iHK''vf^n^^^}f^^^^ Chromatographic adj 

gas^h t \- Jit. '1\i\adj (1837): illuminated by gaslight 
gas log n (1885) : a hollow perforated imitation log used as a gas 
burner m a fireplace 

gas mask « (1915) : a mask connected to a chemical air filter and used 
to protect the face and lungs from toxic gases; broadly : respirator 1 
gasK).gene \ ga-s^jen\ n [F gazogene, fr. gaz gas (fr. NL goj) + ^ + 
^ene -goi] (ca 1853) 1 : a portable apparatus for carbonating liquids 
2 . an apparatus earned by a vehicle to produce gas for fuel by partial 
burning of charcoal or wood 

gasH>.hoI \'^-s3-,h6I\ n [blenjd of gasoline and alcohol\ (1977)-: a fuel 
gasolfne ^ * °' Percent ethyl alcohol and 90 percent 

^ oil rt (1901) : a hydrocarbon oil used as a fuel oil; esp : a petroleum 
Sfd lubriratSrSi***^ boiling range and viscosity between kerosene 

^k^^frrA^^^ -^''^ 

gasK>.line also gasolene V'ga-s^Jen. ^-s».* also -zs-V n Vgas + i^/ 
+ ^meoT -ene] (1865) : a volatile flammable liquid hydrocarbon mix. 
mHa^ ^ ^ internal combustion engines and usu. 

V from several products of natural gas and petroleum — gas^. 
Iin^ic \,ga-s»-*le-nik, -liA adj 
^^"•tt^ef^Vsa-'sa-ma-tarV n [F gazometre, fr. goz 4- -o- + -metre 
-meter] (1808) 1 : gasholder 2 : a laboratory apparatus foThoK 
and measuring gases ^ 
gas-operated cdi (1944) of a firearm : using part of the force of ex- 
panding propellant gases to operate the action 

gasp \ gasp\ vb [ME; akin to ON geispa to yawn] vi (14c) 1 : to catch 
the breath convulsively and audibly (as with shock) 2 : to breathe 
laboriously ^ vt: to utter in a gasping manner — gasp n 

gasper Vgas-ps(r)\ « (1914) slang Brit : aGAREiTE 

gas plant n (ca. 1909) : fraxinella 

portable gas burner for cooking 
gassed Vgast\ adj (ca. 1925) : drunk 1 

ISf!fI«i^^/';\.5i{^- 1944)5/ang: something outstanding 
gas station n (1925) : service station 1 

gas^ \ ga-se\ adj gas-si^n -est (1757) 1 : full of or containing gas 
hiit utVr!^^® characteristics of gas 3 : characterized by many words 
but httle content : emptily verbose — gas^My \'ga-sd-le\ adv — eas- 
si*ness n 

^A'f??^^ yJ^f* f^^^ — more at ghost] (14c) 065 

: SCARE <'-ei/ by the noise I made, fidl suddenly he fied — Slikk.> 

Gastarbeiter also Gastar- 
belters [G, fr. Gosr guest -(- ^rbeiter worker] (1970): a foreign worker 
esp. in Germany 

g^ter \'m-tor\ n [Gk gaster) (ca. 1909) : the enlarged part of the 
abdomra behind the pedicel in hymenopterous insects (as ants) 
gas-tight \'ps.tu\ adj (1831) : impervious to gas - gStiS^t-ness n 
gast.ness \Wt)-nas\ n (14c) obs : fright, terror "^"^^ " 
gastr- or mstro- also gastri- comb form [Gk, fr. gastr-. gaster] 1 
: stomach (gortrectomy) 2 : gastric and Cgosrraintestinal) 
^ h^?h^*;??f \ga-'stre-3\ n [NL. fr. Gk gastr-. gaster] (1879) 
: a hypotheUcal metazoan ancestral form corresponding in organiza- 
tion to a simple invaginated gastrula 

gas.trec.to.iny \ga-^trek-t»-me\ n. pi -mies [ISV] (1886) : surgical 
removal of aU or part of the stomach i J ^ ^ur&cm 

gas«tric \'gas-trik\ adj [Gk gastr-, gaster. alter, of (assumed) Gk graster 
JL2^/S^JI^ ^rl^'J ^^^5^2 • ^^ating to the stolnach ^ ' 
gastric gland n (I909) : any of vanous glands in the walls of the stom- 
ach that secrete gastric mice 

gastaic juice n fca. 1736) : a thin watery add digestive fluid secreted 
by glands in the mucous membrane of the stomach 

w1 '^V?i^<^P^P*'*= ^'^"^^^ *" the stomach 
gas-trin \gas-tran\ n (1905) : any of various polypeptide hormones 
that are secreted by the gastric mucosa and induce secretion of gastric 
juice ** 

^;Se»;sTc^h" '''^^ inflammation esp. of the mucous 

\.gas-(,)t]rak.*ne.me-3s. -trak-X n, pi -mU \-m6-,!\ 

IS?f^Ai,"t"^ ^16.^6) : the largest and most superficial muscle of the 
calf of the leg ansing bv two heads from the condyles of the femur and 
ooi^SlllP..^^^^?" V^^ ^rn^ part of the Ac&illes tendon 
^S?^",***^®:?^ \^.tr6.^(yju.^'de.n»l. -d(y)u.-a^'ri-al\ adj 
JL'lJjiLS';'"^?^?*.^^' involving the stomach and the duddemim 

df^h?HSfn1m*i;S?r«\S?^/^^^ 1829) : inflammation 

Of the lining membrane of the stomach and the intestines 

^5^°'**""****'^°^ \-^-t3-'i^-l^jc\ ft pSV] (ca, 1904) : a branch 



834 package deal • pageant 

package; «P : ?o Prog- ?S'S^I»U^.P^1 -'t.leV""'^^^^ 
: toencloseinapaclcaM or an offer or agreement in voiv'n 8 



Dfld^le-boat \-,b6t\ n II ; 
thai has a long paddlc-shapca 




Mcked story) V '7~r T- one that packs: ^ ^* °" k . In auto- 
m^e^nfofa pT^ Omc origin; akin to MD 

i^^r^^co'nfraU^Mc^'m^T^^^^^ 

^pans, floes, and brash ^r Pro«ss of pacwng 

SS^tTrhoarrip. -nn^ed Uem^ ^,33) ^eld onthe back 
'•t"h?q^Pacf-«^\l4c) : strong thread or small t^ne used for 

vh oad^ed; padding [pcrh. ^'. J^^J^ffto go on foot 
'^ANr^V^Sfffl^^^^^ feet^he dig podded 

'S'^ga^'^^/pa^ VcT^^'^r- re'a°«hin flat mat or c^hjon: « 

oadding^s^ to shape an article of clothing l3» . absorb«,t 
•slSddtSdy parts 'i^''anU*c^ dr^c^gV Prot«2 ve covenng 

! K. livinE atjarters furnish with a_paa or 



s padded 

used for st.rnng_3 I accmpuiw^ a computer display . . ,^ ^„ 



-addle tennis n (1925) : a 1 
Teand™bberballonasm^^ 

paddle wheel n (1685). a>* 

«crcisingammals,«p. an 
naraded before a race b >4 
? . w^rea at an automobtlt 
paMy also padi X^a-deN 
(1623) 1 : WCE; csp : thn 
rice is grown „i Parf 

••k^t^JcWbW^Xo 
p^itt^^ad-a-^nt'^^ 
Vr^iSa-pteffi^a 

p'a^^^VpVdrq-neV" 
L parronw Patron] (1670, 
: OTe that secures einplo> 

pad.u.a^y XPa-JT^^ 
%^c-soi^(l663):a^ 

pae-an \"pe-3n\ ".i^f^^\ 
ft Gk paian, paion. fr. / 
(1589) : a joyous song 
triumph; broad/y: ^ 
paed- or pacdo- — see pi 
pie^i^t-ric, pae^;a-« 

ATOIC. PEDIATRICIAN. PH) 

pawlcgen-e-sis \.pe-d. 
by young or larval an.: 
tik\ or pae-do-gen-ic A 

ti-k(3-)ie\«'» . 
pae^o-mor-pnic \.pe-c 
volvingpaedomorphos^. 
pae-do-mor-phism \-k 
of infantile or luvemle c 
pae^o.mor.pho4is \- 

"•formation- fr. mo^ho-; 
net c change that mvoi 

pa^Ua \Pa-'e-l»',,-a-L 
nnelU ft. L patella sm 

Davor^^^^ 

: a metrical foot of fo 
bles (as in classic^ pr 
syllables (as in En^is 
pa.gan Vpa-gsnX n I 
polus country district 

1? HEATHEN l *. «P : ^ 

Rome) 2 : one who 
sual pleasures and m. 

na.^*ism Vpa-g»-.r 

b : a pagan religion 

palgan.lzc V.niz\ vb 

: to become pa^ - 

"page Vpaj\ " 
tmlncd for the medic 

knight (^''^rT\ 
cval period b . a r 
function (as a wedd: 
patrons, sew 
insunccof Papn^Y 
»bage vt paged; pat 
Oflpagc 2: tosu. 

»page n [MF. f r L » 
?ACrl(l589) l a 
also : a single side 
written oh a page 
period <one of the \ 
computer memory. 



